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PORTREE PRIMARY SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL 
MEETING 6 MAY 2014 [6.30PM]

PRESENT 
Ingrid Bruce[Chair and PR],Allison Rouse[Secretary and PR],
Maureen Maclean, Kathleen Maclean[Treasurer and PR], Debbie MacDonald[Vice Chair and PR] , Kay MacDonald[PR], Gill Smith[PR], Rachel MacDonald[PR], Sandra Dickson[PR]
Chloe Bruce [TR], Neilian Mackenzie[TR], Wilna Purdy[PR]Isobel MacLeod [PR]

APOLOGIES 
John Finlayson [Head Teacher], Andrew Shaw [PR], Helen Gilpin[PR] and Kirsty MacAskill[PR]

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the last meeting held in March 2014 were approved by Neilian MacKenzie [TR]and seconded by Gill Smith [PR]

MATTERS ARISING
There were no other matters arising not already on the agenda

TREASURER'S REPORT
Kathleen advised that we have £643.56 in our account. It was decided to give each primary 7 pupil going on the school trip £5.00 

AROS UNIFORM ORDERS
PPS will print out the order form and send out to all pupils- the last date to submit orders will be 13/6/14 if parents want to get an extra 10% discount off the cost. Aros will still keep a stock of uniforms in store, and once the order has been placed Aros will contact parents directly re collection. Angela will liase with the nursery schools and advise them of this new order form and will also approach Aros to see if an earlier order can be submitted for the incoming primary 1 at the end of June.

DOOR SECURITY
There has been a complaint made to the Police that the external door security system is not in operation as much as it should be. Mr Finlayson has reviewed the operation of the security system and feels that it is in operation as often as it can be given the constraints of nursery pupils arriving and being collected, split breaks and lunch hours etc. Clerical staff who usually operate the door for visitors cannot be expected to be in the office at all times as their duties demand otherwise but they are present most of the time. Mr. Finlayson also indicated that it would be good if parents could ensure that visits to the school are limited and pupils come to school with the equipment they require as operating the door system can be a time consuming and disturbing activity. He also indicated that clerical staff were unhappy by any suggestion that they are not vigalent when visitors to come to the school. All visitors to the school should ring the bell to be admitted, fill out the visitor's book and wear a badge.

FUNDRAISING
There will be different activities to do with the Commonwealth Games between now and the end of term and these will be detailed in the newsletters which will be sent out over the term.
PPC are hosting a soup and pudding event on 24th May 2014 12pm-2pm with table top sales .This will be mentioned in the newsletter. It was decided to charge £6 per table and Angela will take bookings. We decided to charge a minimum donation of £3 per child and £4 per adult. 
Ingrid Bruce has collected recipes and arranged to have 100 cookbooks printed for the event [PPS will cover the printing costs and PPC will refund the school once the cookbooks have been sold]-many thanks Ingrid.
The cookbooks will be sold for £6 each or 2 for £10.

PPC will ask for donations of puddings for the event and PPC will provide 6 soups on the day.
We will need 10/12 volunteers to help with the event and we should start setting up at 10.30am.



FACILITIES MANAGEMENT SCHEME
There is to be a Council meeting on 21 March 2014 and on the agenda is the FM scheme. The meeting will be attended  by John Gordon. John Finlayson, John Gordon and Ingrid Bruce and any other interested PC reps will try and meet up before this meeting to discuss options. We have been advised that a report will be made available before 21 May on the Highland Council website and we will try and obtain a copy and distribute it to PPC members.

PARENT COUNCILHIGHLAND AND NATIONAL FORUM UPDATE
Ingrid Bruce advised the PC that each PC has been given a generic email address and that Ingrid will be testing this out shortly. There will also be a web site where PC's from different schools can keep in touch.

WAYS IN WHICH PC CAN ASSIST SCHOOL
Ingrid has asked any PC rep who is able, to provide her with contact details – these will be passed onto the school which would be able to contact individual PC reps if they need volunteers / help. Ingrid acknowledged that many PC reps already help out at extra- curricular events e.g. cycling- proficiency, Gardening Club  and also that some reps have no spare time due to other commitments.

STAFFING UPDATES
Chloe Bruce is leaving to go to Aberdeen and we wish her well and thank her for her help and input . No replacement has yet been appointed and the school is still waiting for information regarding staffing for next session.

NEW GAELIC SCHOOL AND EXISTING SCHOOL PLANS
Following on from the meeting at the High School on 23 April which some PC Reps had attended, Ingrid raised a number of concerns about questions and issues which had not been fully addressed. This included
1/ The provision of special needs staff in the new Gaelic school – only classroom numbers had been referred to, not staff.

2/ NO additional funding or support for Gaelic to be made to the High School as part of this project

3/ Only “bubble” drawings had been displayed – no definite plans for the new Gaelic school

4/ No plans or agreed support in Writing available for the existing school. NY said he would “hope” that resources would be made available. Many parents, staff and community members unhappy with this lack of commitment.

5/ It was a ”hope” that the same specification of IT equipment for the new Gaelic school would also be made available for PPS – this should be confirmed in writing and not be just a “hope” 

6/ It was not known whether there would be a joint Head Teacher or single HT’s in both Portree primary schools. There was also talk of a 3-18 campus

7/ A report put forward to develop PPS as a cutting edge school using the empty space for facilities such as an IT suite and art studio had been seen as too ambitious. Nothing should be seen as too ambitious for children in an educational environment. Why are these suggestions not being adopted? Ingrid will ask the H.T. for a copy of the plans he submitted. If 10 million pounds is being spent on the new school surely funding should also be spent on the existing school?

It was decided by the PC to follow up these matters by writing to Norma Young and the new Director of the Care and Learning Service Bill Alexander  and asking for clarification and written commitments and assurances to safeguard the interests of both Gaelic and English pupils and give parents a yardstick to refer to in 2017. A draft letter will be circulated to the PC for comment.

It was suggested by a PC rep that a poll /questionnaire of parents be taken to see what the majority of parents wanted as it seems that the parents opinions are not known/obvious and original parental expectations are not going to be met. 
It was also suggested that one Head Teacher running the two schools or two departments of the same school across two sites might help prevent a split in the community and the PC decided to think bout this and possibly suggest this to the council. This would then ensure that the total Gaelic ethos wanted was in place but there was still unity in terms of the relationship between all pupils and parents in Portree.The PC also agreed to copy the letter to the High School PC so they were aware of areas where they might be able to work with the Primary PC 


NIGHT OUT
PC reps have organised a night out for 27 June 2014 – details TBC

NEXT MEETING 17 JUNE 2014 6.30PM

